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THERESA KEADY, EC Charging

Theresa Keady, the founder of EC Charging, has leveraged over 20 years’ experience in the parking 
industry to create EC Charging. Located in Baldonnel Business Park, Dublin 22, EC Charging 
manufactures, installs and maintains Electric Vechicle (EV) charging stations and also operates a 
back-office communication system.
 
It was the identification of a clearly perceived opportunity that propelled Theresa to become an 
entrepreneur.  

In 2010 the ESB announced plans to install 1,500 charging stations nationwide. “These charging 
stations weren’t being manufactured in Ireland and were being imported from the UK and Germany.  
I could see that there was a clear gap for an Irish producer.” 

Immediately the company began developing an Irish-built EV charging station based on the 
requirements laid down by the ESB Ecars specification. As a result of rapid, focused development, EC 
Charging became the first Irish manufacturer of high speed, network enabled EV charging stations. 
The approach was to combine innovative technology, with robust design and a proven service 
management approach.

Once EC Charging had developed their first charging unit, they secured a contract with the ESB.   
“Since January 2013 we have supplied a substantial number of units, which are being used throughout 
the country. There are now more than 600 electric cars in Ireland and the Government has set an 
ambitious target of having 10% of all cars electric by 2020.” 

Theresa expects that further developments in battery technology, a reduction in EV prices and the 
nationwide rollout of charging infrastructure will lead to electric cars becoming much more widely used 
within the next few years. The growth in the EV market will continue to be driven by the need to bring 
down CO2 emissions as well as concerns about air quality and rising oil prices. Europe 2020 targets 
require a cut in CO2 emissions by 20%.  Road transport accounts for a fifth of the EU’s total emissions 
of CO2.  Transport is the only major sector in the EU where greenhouse gas emissions are still rising.

EC Charging are a founding member of UK EVSE (EV Trade Association) and held its UK launch at 
LCV Millbrook in September 2013 (UK’s largest Low Carbon Vehicle Event). “The trade event led to 
our first contracts with local authorities in the UK and we are now pursuing contracts in several UK 
locations as well as putting a plan in place to enter the Norwegian market at the end of the year”. 

The Norwegian market looks particularly attractive to EC Charging as Norway currently has more than 
10,000 electric cars, the highest number per capita in the world.  By developing sales to the UK, EC 
Charging expects to see 50% growth in turnover in 2014 and are confident that the EV industry is now 
in a significant growth phase, driven by the need to reduce greenhouse gases. Noting that the price of 
electric cars has come into line with combustion engine cars, Theresa believes that before long electric 
cars will become commonplace on our roads. 

EC Charging is now well positioned to respond to a growing demand for its products from within 
Ireland and in export markets and is committed to product innovation based on real customer need. 
EC Charging specialises in the development and manufacture of network enabled onstreet public 
charging stations for Electric Vehicles.  EC Charging provides the hardware, software, management 
information system installation and maintenance.  “The charging station identifies the customer, 
transfers power to the vehicle and transmits usage data to our in house management system.  We 
offer these services to customers in the Energy sector as well as Parking operators, Local Authorities, 
Transport Hubs, Shopping centres, Hospital and Hotels.  The current geographical markets we serve 
are Ireland, UK and Norway.”

EC Charging was recently backed as a High Potential Start-Up (HPSU) by Enterprise Ireland.  HPSUs are 
start-up businesses with the potential to develop an innovative product or service for sale on international 
markets with the potential to create 10 jobs or more and €1m in sales within 3 to 4 years of starting up.

www.eccharging.co.uk


